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1. Pre-conference event  
The evening before the conference, a pre-conference event took place. It was an informal 

working dinner where representatives from schools that had contr ibuted to the ELFE 2 pro-

ject, and teacher unions working with ICT in education, had the o pportunity to present their 

experiences and discuss these with the participants. 

 

Hans Laugesen , project coordinator of the ELFE 2 project, we l-

comed the participants and introduced the programme for the ev e-

ning.  

 

The first presentation was given by 

Troels Graff Nystrøm , teacher at 

Grantofteskolen in Denmark. He pre-

sented their experience with installing 

interactive whiteboards in every classroom of the school. He un-

derlined the necessity of the school allowing time for teacher 

training in the use of the new technology, but also the importance 

of colleague-to-colleague learning.  

 

Fridis Sarcevichs , of the Auce Secondary School in Latvia, pre-

sented his schoolôs work concerning ICT. This includes using ICT in 

practically all subjects and also involving 

students in building their own ICT har d-

ware. 

 

Tamara Strefnel  from the unit of schools 

in Rogow, Poland, gave accounts of  how video is frequently used in 

teaching at the schools, and also of how students are involved in 

the creation of the schoolsô homepage. 

 

 Silvester Tratar , headmaster of the Upper Secondary School for 

Electrical and Computer Engineering (VEGOVA) in Ljubljana, Slove-

nia, related their exper iences with teacher training in ICT and with 

ñschool informatisationò. 

 

Allan Kjaer Andersen , principal of 

Ørestad Gymnasium in Copenhagen, Den 

mark, presented his schoolôs pedagogical vision that has ICT as a 

core element. He also presented their work on creating an ICT-

strategy for the school ï pointing out that ñwork really starts, when 

you have enough computers.ò 
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Marcin Stanowski  of Czacki Secondary School in Warsaw, Po-

land, presented their use of ICT, especially in physics and astron-

omy classes, but also in relation to the schoolôs annual drama-

festival.   

 

 

 

Two of the participating teacher unions also gave presentations on their efforts and strate-

gies concerning ICT: 

 

Andrew Parry -Williams  from NUT, United Kingdom, gave an 

account of their extensive computer training programme for 

teachers, which has now been running for ten years. Approxi-

mately 1600 teachers have been enrolled, and key elements of the 

programme are to arrange the trainings close to where teachers 

live, and to have a maximum of 15 teac hers in each class. 85% of 

participants have been women, and the programme is also very 

popular among supply- and part-time teachers who often miss out 

on in-service training. 

 

Bert Imminga  from AOb, Netherlands, gave the last presentation of the evening. The  topic 

of the presentation was: ñUse of ICT in schools by professional teachers and the role of 

teacher unionsò ï presenting the AOb strategy on ICT. AOb is 

working with a concept of teachersô professional space ï in relation 

to ICT this involves:  

¶ Teachers should have influence on the ICT policy at school 

¶ Teachers are responsible for the quality of learning and 

teaching, and for the  use of ICT   

¶ Teachers can only be responsible if they have influence. 

Among other things, Mr. Imminga also encouraged all teacher un-

ions to put pressure on authorities to use the European Pedagogi-

cal ICT licence ï EPICT. 

2. Introduction  

2.1 Welcome words  

Mr. Martin Rømer, ETUCE General Secretary , welcomed the 

participants to the Closing Conference of the ELFE 2 project.  

He explained the ETUCE commitment to the issue of ICT in edu-

cation. ETUCE seeks to support national teacher unions in under-

standing the key factors influencing a successful use of ICT in 

education, and also encourages national teacher unions to get 

involved and initiate discussions on what use of ICT they aspire. 
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It is a goal to ensure that the teachersô point of view is taken into account on how their pr o-

fession should evolve with ICT. Based on research, ETUCE also seeks to provide guidelines 

to national teacher unions on how to make best use of ICT. Lastly ETUCE is involved in EU 

lobbying i.e. for more funds for mutual learning.  

Mr. Rømer also pointed out  the 

current situation concer n-

ing ICT in education in 

Europe  as shown on the slide 

on the right .  

The focus of the ELFE 2 project 

has been on how to ensure an 

added value of ICT use in edu-

cation. The main objects of 

study have been schools and 

teacher education institutions. 

There has also been a focus on 

the link between school man-

agement, school financial or-

ganisation and how well teach-

ers are prepared to use ICT in their classes. 

 

The targets of ELFE 2 have been: 

· To link policy to practice and support ev idence-based policy-making 

· To provide national teacher unions with information on the current situation in 

schools and teacher education institutions (5 test countries)  

· To provide national teacher unions with recommendations on the organisational and 

pedagogical use of ICT, with the aim to develop pupilsô digital and eLearning compe-

tences 

Mr. Rømer finished his introduction by outlining the objectives of the ELFE 2 Final confer-

ence.  

2.2 Opening speech 

Mr. Borut Campelj, Undersecretary of the Slovenian Mini stry for Education and 

Sport , opened the conference by welcoming participants to Slovenia, and introduced the 

ICT-activities of the Slovenian Ministry for Education and Sport. 

In 2009 a Centre for E-education has been inaugurated as a fo-

cal point for the Ministryôs three main focus areas: 

 

The e -competent teacher :  Catalogues for an e-competent 

teacher standard, the competent school ICT organiser, and the 

ICT school leading team have been developed, and seminars 

have taken place.  
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The e -competent school : This area 

involves advice on ICT for school 

leading teams, didactical support and 

advice for teachers, and technical 

help.  

 

E-content : This area involves new 

ways of teaching and learning, new 

content or upgrades, implementation, 

and on-line support.  

 

Mr. Campelj went on to explain that 

all Slovenian schools have free inter-

net access, and access to a school network, that is used for both administrative and ped a-

gogical matters. He expressed his wish to learn from the conference and the partic ipants, 

and gain inspiration for future ICT strat egies.   

3. ICT in education  

3.1 Learning, innovation and ICT - A new discourse for eLear ning  

Ms. Godelieve Van den Brande, European Commission, DG Education and Culture gave a 

presentation concerning ICT and education from the point 

of view of the European Commission. She presented the 

results of a number of studies that are complementary to 

the work done in the ELFE 2 project 

Ms. Van den Brande first presented the European Commis-

sion Staff Working Document from 2008 (European com-

mission, 2008) on the use and impact of ICT supporting 

innovation and lifelong learning. The working paper co n-

cludes that on an overall level there is strong progress on access, use and quality of ICT. 

However the t ransformation of business and public services through ICT has not 

yet reached the teaching and learning processes ; embedding ICT in education and 

training systems requires further changes; and further work is needed on the potential of 

ICT to develop a ñlearning continuumò supporting lifelong learning.  

Furthermore three key challenges concerning ICT and innovation are outlined in the working 

paper: pedagogical, technological, and organisational innovation. According to Ms. Van den 

Brande, especially pedagogical innovation needs attention at this point. 

 

Three priorities  emerge from the challenges presented in the working document:  

1. To consolidate and generalise (mainstream) the use of ICT as a basic education and 

training tool   

2. To facilitate the potential of ICT as a lifelong learning e nabler  

3. To enhance the potential of ICT as a key driver for innovation and cre ativity   














































