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MINUTES SECOND SC MEETING

ELFE – European eLearning Forum for Education

Brussels, 23rd February 2004

Present: 

Representatives from Trade Unions:

Ms. Renate Boese, GEW (Gewerkschaft Erziehung und Wissenschaft), Germany

Ms. Paula Borges, FNE (Federação Nacional dos Sindicatos da Edução), Portugal

Ms. Karen D. Robinson, NUT (National Union of Teachers), UK

Mr. Hans Laugesen, GL (Gymnasieskolernes Lærerforening), Denmark

Mr. Roar Grøttvik, UF (Utdanningsforbundet), Norway

Pedagogical experts:

Mr. Ulf Fredriksson, Senior Lecturer in Education at Mid Sweden University

Ms. Gunilla Jedeskog, Senior Lecturer in the Dept. Behavioural Sciences at Linköping University, Sweden

Ms. Elsebeth K. Sørensen, Associate Professor, Dept. of Communication, Aalborg University, Denmark

ETUCE:

Elena Jenaro Tejada, Programme Assistant

Annemarie Falktoft, Stagiaire

1. Adoption of agenda and approval of the minutes of the previous meeting

The agenda and the minutes from the SC meeting on 26 January 2004 were adopted. 

2. Debate on pedagogical and didactical approaches 

Each of the experts presented their reflections on this point. Subsequently a debate took place on: 

a) criteria for selection of schools

b) focus area for school visits

c) methodological approach

d) background information needed on schools prior to visits 

a) 

We are looking for schools where ICT has played a role as a whole, but not necessarily a completed integration of ICT. We focus on primary and secondary level. The schools in the five countries vary greatly in terms of the support they receive for implementing ICT. Our project aims to identify the important factors for using ICT to make a difference, i.e. as an improvement; hence in selecting schools we are looking for different situations where the use of ICT has had an impact on the teaching. 

b)

The experts drew up a set of guidelines for conducting interviews at school visits. We are focusing on management, teacher and student perspective respectively. The overall approach centres on the question of difference: what difference does the use of ICT make in schools. See annex I: draft interview guidelines. The draft guidelines will be distributed to the SC. Suggestions for corrections can be sent to the ETUCE Project Assistant before the next meeting, where the final guidelines will be adopted. 

c) 

- Previous studies within the field will form a background for our study. 

- Practical framework: 3-day visits in each country, 4-5 hour visit at each school.

- Suggestions were made on the use of questionnaires as well as classroom observations at school visits. Final decisions on this will be taken at the next SC meeting. 

d) 

A list of background information needed prior to visits was drawn up. The trade unionist representative from the host country will be responsible for obtaining this information.

3. Further comments on national ICT-initiatives in the five countries

The SC integrated this point in the argumentation for the suggested schools to visit under item 4. The SC will have a chance at the next meeting to elaborate on this point.

4. Presentation of schools suggested

A model table for enclosing information on suggested schools had been distributed prior to the meeting, and the completed tables were then handed out at the meeting. The trade unionist representatives presented their priorities. 

UK: A number of schools with extensive ICT-resources, innovative ICT use, a school undergoing a rapid adjustment to use of ICT, and schools developing collaborative learning environments, among others, were presented. Suggested schools from both urban and rural areas, and emphasised the importance of including a school with a high percentage of pupils from ethnic minority groups.

Norway: A number of schools in remote districts, a school where ICT is used for organising the school day differently, a school using Classfronter platform and other resources for pupils with special needs, schools using ICT for district based partnerships between industry and upper secondary education, a school where ICT has been the strongest agent for changing the pedagogical practice (nominated “good practice” by the Norwegian ministry of education), a school which participated in the ICT-project PILOT, among others.  

Denmark: Schools differing in management methods to implement ICT, schools that took part in the Virtual Gymnasium project, a school appointed “model school” for the use of IT in Århus municipality, a school where ICT is a well integrated pedagogical practice, among others, were suggested.    

Portugal: Schools from different regions, both rural and urban areas were presented: schools offering ICT-courses once a week, a school taking part in electronic networks, a school that teach pupils on “learning to learn” via the internet and others. 

Germany: Seven schools representing all five school education systems in Germany were presented. All have trade union principals, and all are very different in terms of ICT process. A number of additional German schools will be suggested at the next meeting. 

5. Selection of schools

The SC decided on a priority list for schools to visit in UK, Norway, Denmark and Portugal. The decision on the selection of German schools was postponed until the next meeting. See annex III: list of schools selected. 

6. Miscellaneous

a. the web-site
EI cannot design the web-page at this time due to heavy workload of the upcoming world congress. The Project Coordinator is looking for persons who can design a web-page where you have a public debate forum integrated. 

b. location of our next meeting

Our next meeting on 2 April 2004 will take place in London. 

c. other

Suggestions for the ELFE logo were presented.  

Annex I
INTERVIEW GUIDELINE: SCHOOL MANAGEMENT PERSPECTIVE

1) What difference has the use of ICT made in your school?

a. to students’ learning?

2) What difference has the use of ICT made on the role of the teachers?

INTERVIEW GUIDELINE: TEACHER PERSPECTIVE

3) What difference does the use of ICT make in your school?

a. What difference does it make to your students’ learning (how do you know?)?

b. Has it changed the physical organization of things in your classroom?

4) How has the use of ICT influenced your role as a teacher?

a. Has the use of ICT altered your pedagogical methods?

b. Has the use of ICT altered the communication in the classroom?

5) What kind of support have you received for implementing ICT (training, technical support, time, money)?

a. What kind of support would you need for the future?

INTERVIEW GUIDELINE: STUDENT PERSPECTIVE

6) What difference does the use of ICT make in your school?

a. What difference does it make for your learning (how do you know?)?

7) How has the use of ICT influenced the role of your teacher?

a. Have you gained more influence in the classroom?

8) Has the use of ICT altered your participation in - and patterns of - communication?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

· Basic facts about the school

· Specific facts about ICT in the school

· (Curriculum?), School plans, projects – in general (school profile)

· Specific items in the curriculum, school plans, projects, etc. on ICT

· ICT history of the school. When was it introduced? How was it introduced (top-down, bottom-up, etc.).

· Specific ethical values for implementation of ICT 






